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SUB J : ARAFAT'S ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW 

1. PRAVDA (APRIL 29) CARRIES A BRIEF TASS ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
ARAFAT'S ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW. ANNOUNCEMENT IS BURIED AT THE BOTTOM 
OF PRAVDA'S INTERNATIONAL PAGE. ARAFAT’S ARRIVAL WAS PRECEDED 

BY NO PRESS BUILDUP AND OCCURRED WITHOUT PRIOR OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISIT. 

2. ARAFAT'S RECEPTION COMMITTEE ACCORDING TO THE TASS 
REPORT CONSISTED OF MFA GENERAL SECRETARY YU. N. 
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DEPARTMENT M.D. SYTENKO, AND A.S. DZASOKOV, RESPONSIBLE 
SECRETARY OF THE AFRO-ASIAN SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE. 
RECEPTION COMMITTEE WAS THUS AT SOMEWHAT LOWER OFFICIAL 
LEVEL THAN THAT SOVIETS TURNED OUT NOVEMBER 27 WHEN 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER KOZYREV LED THE WELCOMING 
COMMITTEE. 

3. COMMENT: ABSENCE OF ANY PRESS BUILDUP OR PRIOR 
ANNOUNCEMENT FOR ARAFAT'S VISIT AND RELATIVELY LOWER 
LEVEL RECEPTION ACCORDED HIS DELEGATION ON ARRIVAL 
SUGGEST THAT THE SOVIETS, DESPITE CAREFULLY LAID 
FOUNDATION FOR THEIR CURRENT TALKS, ARE NOT AT ALL 
CERTAIN WHAT RESULTS THEY CAN EXPECT FROM THIS 
CRITICAL ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PLO. 

STOESSEL 
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